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As you begin your preparation for the sacrament of Matrimony, the parish community at St. Joseph Catholic Church rejoices with you and offers you our sincere prayers and support.  The commitment of lifelong love and fidelity which you undertake in marriage is a powerful sign of your faith in God and in each other.  The following guidelines are intended to help you plan your wedding ceremony.  They are to be read in conjunction with the Archdiocesan Policy which they supplement.

Who may be married at St. Joseph Catholic Church?
Members of the Parish

A Catholic person registered and participating members' children of St. Joseph Catholic Church.  

Any person over the age of 18 and living on their own should be registered independently as a member. 
Engaged couples, who are registered parishioners, should contact the Pastor by e-mail: wfernandez@sjosephcatholic.org to make an appointment. 
Non-members of the Parish

Any non-parishioner Catholic that follows St. Joseph Catholic Church marriage guidelines.
Engaged couples, who are not registered parishioners, should contact the Pastor by e-mail: wfernandez@sjosephcatholic.org to make an appointment. 

The date cannot be secured without the Pastor’s approval, and the parties' freedom to marry being established.
Any non-parishioner couple should bring $100.00 deposit for the first interview.  To secure the date in our calendar.  If the couple completes all the documentation (MA’s), and decide to get married in another church, the deposit will be kept for the cost of materials given to the couple at the first interview.
Marriage Preparation

It is required for those planning marriage to call (502-583-7401) the parish office at least six (6) months in advance to schedule an appointment with the Pastor of the church to discuss their plans, and to reserve a tentative date. You may contact the Pastor by e-mail at wfernandez@sjosephcatholic.org , following the archdiocese’s directives; all couples are required to receive pre-marriage instructions.  Various options are available, details of which are to be discussed.

FOCCUS (personality inventory test) will be taken by the couple and discussed with the priest prior to the wedding.

The bride and groom will request a copy of their baptismal certificates from the church where they were baptized, and the church will send the original copy by mail to St. Joseph Catholic Church, 1406 E. Washington St. Louisville, KY  40206.

If one of the parties has received an annulment, he or she should bring a copy to the pastor to be filed for the records. 

The bride and groom’s father or mother will schedule an appointment with the priest to sign the MB’s documents.  Please be sure to call the parish office first, (502) 583-7401.
Wedding Times

No more than one wedding will be scheduled on each weekend.  Weddings may be scheduled on Friday evening or any weeknight no later than 6:00 p.m.  On Saturday, weddings may be scheduled no later than 1:00 p.m. Weddings can be celebrated in the context of Sunday Vigil Mass at 6:00 p.m. 
No wedding will be scheduled at St. Joseph Catholic Church the week of and the week following the Feast of Christmas and the Feast of Easter. No wedding will be celebrated during the season of Lent or Advent. 
No wedding will be scheduled at St. Joseph on major civil or religious holidays, Parish Fund Raisers (Memorial Weekend, Independence Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day, Summer Picnic, German Heritage Festival, etc.)

Couple's Church Stewardship

The fee for use of the Church is $700 for members, $1,000 if members less than 2 years, and $1,200 for non-members and $100 to secure your date.  This fee is due within 30 days of placing the date on the parish calendar.

Payment should be made out to St. Joseph Catholic Church (1406 E. Washington St. Louisville, KY 40206).  The fee includes the use of the church for rehearsal and the wedding (one hour before wedding time, and half hour after).  Not included in this fee: the cost of musicians, florist, decorators, photographers, videographers, servers, etc.

There is no established offering for the priest or deacon officiating at your wedding; a monetary gift is always appropriate and appreciated.

Refund Policy
In the event of a cancellation, if it is more than 6 months, 80% will be refundable before, if it is less than 6 months, 20% will be refundable. 
Music/Organists

All music and ceremonies should reflect the reverence and dignity of the occasion, intensifying and enhancing the Christian meaning of the liturgical service.  No recorded music is to be used in the ceremony, or before.  “The best source for the selection of the music is the parish hymnal.  Secular music (songs not composed for the liturgy) is not an appropriate choice for any liturgy, including the wedding liturgy.  These songs do not meet the criteria in content, intention, or ability for participation.” 
Selection of songs and instruments to be used at the wedding must be done in consultation with the Pastor.  Musicians' fees are to be discussed with the musicians.

Rice, confetti, etc.

Because it is a safety issue, the throwing of rice, confetti, potpourri, birdseed, flower petals, balloons, bubbles, etc., inside or outside of the Church property is prohibited.  This custom, non-Christian in origin, is not appropriate for the Catholic celebration of the Sacrament of Marriage.
Before the Ceremony

Due to the seriousness of the event (Canon Law governing marriage), absolutely no drinking of alcohol or taking of drugs will be tolerated before or during the rehearsal, as well as, before or during the wedding.  Anyone, believed by the minister, to have engaged in such behavior will not be allowed to participate in the ceremony --this includes the bride and the groom.

Changing Room

The parish hall is available for preparation before the wedding.  Please call the parish office for details (502) 583-7401. A fee applied.
The Reconciliation Room is not to be used.

After the Ceremony

The bridal couple is responsible for arranging that the sanctuary be left clean and in order immediately after the wedding.  This means planning for someone to assume this responsibility. Give the name and telephone number to the Wedding Coordinator at the wedding rehearsal.

Any spilled candle wax is to be removed; especially from the carpeting (using paper towel and hot iron is most effective)
Parish Hall

The parish hall is available for receptions.  Please call the parish office for details (502) 583-7401.  Note:   To bring alcohol to the parish hall is prohibited.

Decorations

Couples planning to be married at St. Joseph should take into consideration the liturgical season when choosing their wedding date.  The decorations of the sanctuary are to remain in place, during the wedding.  The sanctuary is available for decorating 2 hours prior to the ceremony.

Do not allow anyone to use glue, scotch tape, nails, staples or anything that might leave residue or mark the finish of altars or pews.  It is preferable to use rubber bands or string if it is necessary to hold decorations in place.

(All window, aisle and outside decorations used for the wedding must be removed after the ceremony.)
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